THE CONTRAST

with a snug cottage upon it, which was to be this very year
out of lease. Without saying a word of her intentions, she
got up early one morning, walked fifteen miles to her old
master's, and offered to pay out of her wages, which she had
laid by for six or seven years, the year's rent of this farm
beforehand, if the farmer would let it to Mr. Frankland. The
farmer would not take the girl's money, for he said he wanted
no security from Mr. Frankland, or his son George : they bore
the best of characters, he observed, and no people in Monmouth-
shire could understand the management of land better. He
willingly agreed to let him the farm; but it contained only a
few acres, and the house was so small that it could scarcely
lodge above three people.

Here old Frankland and his eldest son, George, settled.
James went to Monmouth, where he became shopman to Mr.
Cleghorn, a haberdasher, who took him in preference to three
other young men, who applied on the same day. < Shall I tell
you the reason why I fixed upon you, James ?; said Mr. Cleg-
horn. ' It was not whim ; I had my reasons.5

ll suppose,' said James, *you thought I had been honestly
and well brought up; as, I believe, in former times, sir, you
knew something of my mother.'

c Yes, sir; and in former times I knew something of yourself.
You may forget, but I do not, that, when you were a child, not
more than nine years old,1 you came to this shop to pay a bill
of your mother's : the bill was cast up a pound too little: you
found out the mistake, and paid me the money. I daresay you
are as good an accountant, and as honest a fellow, still. I have
just been terribly tricked by a lad to whom I trusted foolishly;
but this will not make me suspicious towards you, because I
know how you have been brought up j and that is the best
security a man can have.'

Thus, even in childhood, the foundation of a good character
may be laid ; and thus children inherit the good name of their
parents. A rich inheritance I of which they cannot be deprived
by the utmost malice of fortune.

The good characters of Fanny and Patty Frankland were well

known in the neighbourhood ; and when they could no longer

afford to live at home, they found no difficulty in getting places.

On the contrary, several of the best families in Monmouth were

1 This circumstance is a fact.
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